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Gar, VI. 9. 


And let us not be weary in well-doing : 
For in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if 


we faint not. 


LL Chri/{ians, and even all Men, 
who have any good Diſpoſitions, 
all but the utterly Irreligious and 
Profane, who upon this Subject 
are quite out of the Queſtion, are 
ſenſible in the main that they have 
a Duty to perform, a Duty towards Go p, their 
Neighbours, and themſelves ; and actually 49 
SOMETHING of this Nature; do ſome Good, 
and perhaps allow themſelves in the habitual 
Commiſſion of no one great and grievous Sin. 
But it is to be feared, the Number of Thoſe is 
142 compara- 


em 
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Matth. xxiili. 


comparatively ſmall who do their , Duty, 
who are good and religious enough; fo as to be 
in the Favour of Gop, and entitled to everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs. Conſider our Obedience exten- 
froely ; we are apt to content ourſelves with a 
Part, or ſome Parts, inſtead of the Whole; 
whereas theſe ought wwe to have done, and not to 
leave the other undone : Conſider it intenſively; we 
are apt to content ourſelves with /ow Degrees of 
the Good we do; with cold, languid Devotions, 
narrow, illiberal Charities, and the like. Conſider 
it with regard to Time, or Duration; we are apt 
to top ſhort in the Paths of Virtue and Piety ; 
or (as the Apoſtle here ſpeaks) to be weary in 
well-doing. The firſt of theſe is what commonly 
goes by the Name of a partial Obedience; but 
the other two may very well be included under 
the ſame Denomination ; as is manifeſt to eve- 
ry one who attentively weighs them in his 
Thoughts. 

THE laſt of theſe, relating to the Time, 
Continuance, or Duration of our Well-doing, is 
to be the Subject of my enſuing Diſcourſe ; and 
that with a more particular View to this bleſſed 
Labour of Love, which is the Occaſion of our 
preſent Aſſembly. The Cy AR1TY-ScnooLs 
are now, I think, of more than Forty Years 
ſtanding : and as Time commonly makes us 
weary of moſt Things, ſome Contributors per- 

haps 
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haps may flag, and draw back, even upon that 
Account. Beſides that in ſo long a Tract of 


Time they may have had Leiſure to hear Objec- 
tions, or, it may be, to ſtart ſome themſelves, 
againſt a Deſign which at firſt was by good 
Chriſtians received with univerſal Approbation 
and Applauſe ; and fo may grow weary in this 
fort or kind of Well-doing. Such Objections, 
we know, have been raiſed ; of which more 
hereafter : at preſent I only hint at them in 
paſſing. 

Tu Text being taken in conjunction with 
the Context, both before, and after, from Verſe 
6. to Verſe 10. the whole Paſſage runs thus, 
Let him that is taught in the word communicate 
unto him that teacheth, in all good things. Be 
not deceived ; God is not mocked : For whatſo- 
ever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 
For he that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh 
reap corruption: but he that ſoweth to the ſpi- 
rit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. 
And let us not be weary in well-doing; for in 
due ſeaſon we ſball reap, if we faint not. As 
we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men; eſpecially unto them who are of the 
bouſhold of faith. In theſe at Words, the 
Apoſtle returns to the Subject of the i, with 
ſome Addition. At the 6th Verſe, he recom- 
mends to 7hoſe who are taught, their Duty of 
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providing for the Maintenance of their Teachers: 
Here at the 1oth, he recommends doing Good 
to all Men, but eſpecially to Chriſtians ; that is, 
to thoſe of them who are proper Objects of ſuch 
Benefactions, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 
the Poor. We cannot but obſerve, that here, 
and in many other Places of Scripture, by Well. 
doing, or doing Good, is chiefly meant doing 
Good to others; and that more eſpecially by 
Works of Liberality, and Charity; though all 
Virtues are comprehended under it : Which ſhews 
the peculiar Excellence and Supereminency of 
this peculiariy Chriſtian and Evangelical Virtue. 
Who Went about doing good, and healing, &c. 
Acts x. 38. To do good, and to communicate, 
forget not; for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well 
pleaſed. Heb. xii. 16. I need not add any 
more; the Thing is ſo well known to all who 
are verſed in the facred Writings. 
In my Text itſelf we have, 


I. An Exhortation; Let us not be weary in 
wWell-doing, | 

IT. A Reaſon enforcing that Exhortation ; Fer 
in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint 


Not, 


I sHALL ſpeak diſtinctly to both Theſe : 


After which I ſhall, 
III. Point 
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III. Point out the principal Cauſes of Meari- 
neſs in Well-doing ; that we may know 
them, and effectually guard againſt them. 
And then, 

IV. Make an Application of what ſhall have 
been diſcourſed, to the Occaſion of our 
preſent Aſſembly, 


I. As to the fir/t of theſe; the Words, Weary 
in Well-doing, need no Explanation. What I 
ſhall infiſt upon, ſhall be to ſhew the Nece/ity 
of not being thus weary, or of perſevering in 


being Good, and doing Good : And even this is 


ſo plain, that we need not be long upon it. 
However, conſidering its great Importance, and 
how little it ſeems to be regarded by many; 
[ ſhall preſs and enforce it, firſt, from other 
Places of Scripture ;. and then from the Nature 
and Reaſon of the Thing itſelf. Grow in Grace, 


(or Goodneſs) ſays St. Peter, 2d Epiſt. iii. 18. 


We certainly do not grow in Goodneſs, if we 
grow weary of it, — Watching thereunto with all 


perſeverance. Epheſ. vi. 18, He that ſhall 


endure unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. 
Matth. xxiv. 13. Be thou faithful unte death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life. Rev. ii. 10. 
Not as though I had already attained, or were 
already perfect; but I follow after, if that J 
may apprehend, &c, — This one thing I do, for- 


getting” 
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getting thoſe things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto thoſe things which are before, I 
preſs towards the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Chrift Jeſus. Philipp. iii. 
12, 13, 14. To them, who by patient continu- 
ance in well-doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, 
and immortality ; eternal life. Rom. it. 7. Be 
ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord ; foraſmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Cor. 
xv. ult. Lift up the hands which hang down, 
and the feeble knees. Heb. xii, 12. Then for 
the Reaſon and Nature of the Thing ; if we 
grow weary of doing our Duty, if we do not 
continue, and perſevere in it; we certainly fall 
from a good State to a bad one : And the State 
in which we die is every thing: As Death leaves 
us, Judgment finds us. Bleſſed is that ſervant 
whom his Lord, WHEN HE COMETH, ſhall 
find ſo doing, i. e. well-doing. Matth. xxiv. 46. It 
we be weary, ſo as not to proceed in our Jour- 
ney ; 'tis plain we cannot come to the end of it. 
And yet as plain as this is; ſo great is the De- 
cettfulneſs of Sin, and of our own deceitful 
Hearts, that Thouſands deceive themſelves with 
talie Hopes. and ungrounded Confidences, upon 
this unportant Article. They have done This, 
and they have done That, and they wwou'!d do 
more; bat in ſhort, ſomething or other is 


the 
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the matter; they cannot well tell what. Sure 
I am, they can give no good Reaſon for their 
doing no more, - unleſs they can truly fay they 
are not able : But let them be infinitely careful 
they deceive not themſelves in hat; for nothing 
in the World is more common. However, other 
Excuſes they have, ſuch as they are; but of thoſe 
in their proper Place, under my Third Head. 
At preſent I proceed to 


II. TE Second Branch of the Text, the 
Reaſon why we ſhould not be weary in Well- 
doing. For in due ſeaſon wwe ſhall reap, if we 
faint not. Here is the Encouragement to Perſe- 
verance, the Reward of it. We ſhall reap, if 
we do not faint ; and ſhall nt reap, if we ds. 
For this laſt is plainly implied, though not ex- 
| preſſed ; I mean, in this Place: for in others 
* it is. Particularly in Heb. x. 38. If any man 
draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. 
This Head in a great meaſure coincides, or falls 
in, with the former. That exhibited to us the 
Neceſſity of Perſeverance chieſy in point of Du- 
ty; this does the fame chiefly in point of In- 
tereſt, And our Duty and Intereſt (ſuch is the 
Goodneſs of God) are ſo blended, and interwo- 
ven with each other; that though we can d 
tinguiſb them, we cannot even in Thought 
ſeparate them. Hither, therefore, are to be 
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referred ſome of the Texts quoted above; thoſe, 


I mean, in which is propoſed the Reward of 
Continuance in Well-doing : — The ſame ſhall 
be ſaved — I will give thee a crown of life — 
Paſſages parallel to this which we are now upon, 
— We ſhall reap — In many other Places of 
Holy Scripture, beſides this, and the Context 
before recited, our doing good, or ill Works, 
is repreſented by the Metaphor of Sowing ; and 
the Reward of the one, and the Puniſhment of 
the other, by Reaping. Thus 2 Cor. ix. 6. He 
that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap alſo ſparingly ; 
and he that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo 
bountifully. Which, by the way, is another and 
more emphatical Encouragement to /arge, and 
liberal Charities ; and a Diſſuaſive from Mearineſs 
in Well-doing, this fort of it eſpecially. Thus 
again, Hof. x. 12. Sow in righteouſneſs ; reap in 
mercy. And Pſal. cxxvi. 5,6. They that ſow in 
tears, ſhall reap in joy: He that now goeth on 
bis way weeping, and beareth precious ſeed, ſhall 
doubtleſs come again rejoicing, and bring his ſheaves 
with him. It was indeed a common Proverb, 
with the Gentile, as well as Jew; and Chriſ- 
tian Writers. Thus Cicero, to omit other In- 
ſtances, Ut ſementem feceris, ita & metes ; * As 
you ſow, ſo ſhall you reap.” 
BuT ben ſhall we thus reap? The 

ſtle's Words are, in due ſeaſen. This may in 
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an inferior degree relate even to the preſent 
World : For Godlineſs (or Virtue, and Good- 
neſs) hath the promiſe of the life which now is, 
as well, though not near ſo much, as of that 
which is to come. I Tim. iv. 8. God therefore, 
in his c). Time, or Seaſon, (which muſt be a 
due, fit, or proper Seaſon, becauſe infinite Wiſ⸗- 
dom is the Judge of it) may in ſome meaſure 
reward us even here; while we are Viatores, 
travelling to our final Home and Country. And 
it is here to be obſerved, that temporal Bleflings 
are promiſed to Works of Charity, more than 
to any other. He that greeth to the poor, ſhall 
wot lack. Prov. xxviii. 27. He that hath pity 
upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and that 
which he bath given, he will pay him again. 
Prov. xix. 17. I have been young, and now am 
old; and yet jaw I never the righteous forſa- 
ken, nor bis feed begging their bread, Pal. 
XXXVii. 25, The Rrghteous, that is, the Chari- 
table, the Abns-grver. Ver 21. The righteous 
ſheweth mercy, and giveth, The Word is elſe- 
where very frequently uſed in the fame Senſe. 
And the Reaſon ſeems to be this; that, however 
we may diſtinguiſh between TJuftice, and Cha- 
rity, as if we had much higher, and ftrifter Obli- 
gatious to the former, than to the latter; Cha- 
rity, after all, is but one Kind, or Branch of 
Juſtice: The Sov „ , and Proprietor of 
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the World, from whom we hold whatſoever we 
poſſeſs, has given the Poor a Right to ſome part 
of our Poſſeſſions, and that a conſiderable Part 
too; and to keep it back from them is Unrigh- 
teouſneſs, Injuftice, Defrauding them of their 
due. But to return; the Promiſe here made re- 
lates principally to the next Life, after the laſt 
and general Judgment. The harveſt is the end of 
the world, as our Saviour ſpeaks upon another 
Occaſion, Matth. xiii. 39, And though the An- 
gels will be the Reapers in one Senſe, the Senſe 
which the Tendency of that Parable requires 
yet we ourſelves ſhall be Reapers in another. 
And here the due Seafon is the Time, which 
God in his infinite Wiſdom hath fixed and de- 
termined with Hmfelf, but has thought fit to 
conceal from us. Of that day aud bour knaweth 
no man; no not the angels of heaven, but the Fa- 
ther only. Matth. xxiv. 36. Whenever the Time 
ſhall come, if we be not weary in wellidoing, we 
{hall not fail to have our perfect Conſummation, 
and Bliſs, in his eternal, and glorious Kingdom. 
And even our intermediate State, between Death 
and the Reſurrection, ſhall be a State of very 
great, nay mconcervable, though not perfect and 
complete Happineſs. 

I $A1D above, that the Promiſe of Temporal 
Bleſſings is made chiefly to Works of Liberality, 
and Charity: and I fay now, that the ſame may 

be 
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be a affirmed even of Eternal ones ; of our 
Retard properly, and ſtrictly ſuch ; our final 

ultimate Happineſs in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Inſomuch that the Proceedings at the awful 
Solemnity of the laſt Great Day, are in the 
xv*> Chapter of St. Matthew fo ſet forth by 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, (who Himſelf 
ſhall come to be our Fudge) as if they depended 
upon Charity, or doing Good to others, and up- 
on nothing elſe. From whence though we can- 
not, and ought not to infer that This is the only 
Thing (the Scheme of Specch being undoubted- 
ly a Synecdoche, a Trope by which a Part is put 
for the Whole) yet, we reaſonably conclude 
that it is one of the chief Things, if not the 
chief Thing, which will be regarded, when we 
ſtand at that dreadful Tribunal. Then hall the 
King ſay unto them on his right band, Come, ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
fared for you from the foundation of the world, 
For I was a hungred, and ye gave me meat; 1 
was thirſty, and ye gave me drink; I was a 
ranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye 
cloathed me; I was fick, and ye viſited me; J 
was in priſon, and ye came unto me. Then ſhall 
the righteous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when 
ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ; or thir- 
/ty, and gave thee drink? &. And the King 
ſhall anſwer, and Jay unto them, Verily I ſay 
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unto you, ne 
of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. 80 again, on the Reverſe ; 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. For T was 
an hungred and ye gave me no meat; I was 
thirffly, and ye gave me mo drink, &c. And 
theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; 
but the righteous into life eternal. You ſee 
Charity, or relieving the Poor, and Diſtreſſed, 
is of ſo vaſt Importance, that the whole Pro- 
ceeding at the Day of Judgment ſeems to turn 
upon it. And to endear it to us yet more, our 
blefſed Saviour, and Redeemer, the great Judge 
of Quick and Dead, Gop as well as Man, ac- 
cepts of what we do to them, the meaneſt of 
whom He vouchſafes to call %s Brethrew, as if 
it were done to Himſelf. Though (as I faid, 
and we muſt ever carefully remember it) the 
comftant Practioe of all other Virtnes, as we have 
Power, and Opportunity, is abſolately neceſ- 
fary. | 
Tunis then, ſurely, is abundant Encourage- 
ment to Conſtancy and Perſeverance in Well- 
doing, eſpecially in doing Good to others; a 
ſufficient Reaſon why we ſhould not be cold, 
and languid, lazy, and liflefs n rummy the 
race that is ſer before s; but go on to Perfec- 
ron, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, though upon a 
Subject 
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Subject to different) to noble, luftrinus, 
heroic Degrees of Virtue, Piety, and Charity. 
And yet how prone are we to ſlacten our pace, 
to flag, and drop, to tand flill, inſtead of go- 
ing forward; deluding ourſelves with fallacicus 
Pretences ; thus fooliſhly loſing the Fruit of all 
the Pains we have taken, of all the Good we have 
done, whether more, or leſs; for want of Perſe- 
verance, finally falling from our fair Hopes of 
Happineſs, and at laſt plunging ourſelves into ever- 
laſting Miſery ! Which brings me to my W 
Head, under which I am to point out, 


III. THe ba ee Cauſes of Wearineſs in 
Well-doing ; that we may know them, and take 
care effectually to guard againſt them. Now 
theſe, beſides the univerſal Corruption of our lap- 
ſed and depraved Nature, may be reduced to two 
general Claſſes, or Diviſions : 

„J, WANT of true Faith in God, Love of 
Him, and Dependance upon Him. 

 2dy, FLATTERING ourſelves with vain, 
frivolous Pretences, and Excuſes, 

1/t then, WANT of a true, thorough Faith 
in Gop, Love of Him, and Dependance upon 
Him. This (for between theſe three there is ſo 
neceſſary a Connection, that they may be con- 
hdered but as one) is the internal Principle; 
from which it is evident the outward Actions 

| muſt 
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muſt proceed. This is the Root of good Works; 
and if the Root decays, every Body knows the 
Fruit, and the Tree itfelf, muſt wither, and 
periſh. This is. the Fountain; and if that be 
quite, or even almoſt, dried up, the Streams can 
flow no longer. Things of this Nature are eaſy, 
and obvious in Speculation ; but alas! the Dif- 
ficulty is in Practice: And therefore as plain 
as they are, we can ſcarce be too frequently re- 
minded of them. Upon ſuch vulgar, and beaten 
Subjects as this is, we have little more to do, 
than to /fir up your minds by way of remem- 
brance ; as St. Peter expreſſes it: to preſs, and 
enforce upon your Practice what you already 
know, and do not want to be informed of. 
How many are there who are, both by them- 
felves, and others, called, and eſteemed  Belrev- 
ers; yet in reality are little better than 1nfidels / 
They ſay, and think, they have Faith in God, 
helieve the Goſpel, and the like: But do they ſtir 
up, enliven, improve, and increaſe this Faith by 
a vigorous Exertion of their thinking Faculties? 
Do they frequently revolve in their Minds the 
irrefragable Evidence proving the Truth, the cer- 
tain, infallible Truth of the Chriſtian Religion? If 
they do, and earneſtly pray G op for the Aſſiſt- 
ance of his Grace; it is manifeſtly impoſſible 
they ſhonld be weary of Well-dang. I aſk any 
thinking Perſon ; Can a Man (to omit many 

other 
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other Inſtances) have a Backwardneſs to Prayer, 
and Religious Meditation, or be ſoon weary of 
thoſe devout Exerciſes; and yet have a true 
Faith in Gop, Love of Him, and Tru/? in 
Him? Can he, becauſe he has ſuſtained ſome 
little, nay ſome conſiderable, Loſs in his For- 
tune, for that Reaſon withdraw, or even leſſer, 
and retrench, his Charity to the Poor; when 
he himſelf is ii] Rich, at leaſt in good tempo- 
ral Circumſtances ; and yet believe in Go p, love 
Him, truſt in Him, and depend upon Him, as 
he ought to do? It cannot be. Let no Man 
deceive himſelf : His Faith in Gop, Love of 
Him, and Dependance upon Him, are vain, or 
rather in Effect nothing at all; if they be not 
productive of good Works, and of continuing, 
and abounding in them. If our temporal For- 
tune be leſſened, and we muſt retrench ; let it 
be in Dreſs, in Equipage, in Entertainments, 
and Hoſpitality itſelf; in any thing, rather than 
in Charity. 

2dly, Wr are apt to be weary in Well-doing, 
by flattering and deceiving ourſelves with vain, 
frivolous Pretences, or Excuſes for ſuch Wea- 
rineſs. It may perhaps be objected, that theſe 
Fallacies which Men put upon themſelves, are 
rather the Efeds, than the Cauſes of the Thing 
under Conſideration : They are firſt weary in 
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Well-doing, for other Reaſons, thoſe particularly 
which I mentioned under the foregoing Diviſion; 
and then ſtudy for Pretences to excuſe it. This 
is true ; but then it muſt be remembered, that, 
with reſpec to the different Degrees of one, and 


the ſame Quality, whether good or bad, a Thing 


may be both Cauſe, and Effect: Thus, as to 
the preſent Inſtance, Wearineſs in Well-doing puts 
Men upon making Excuſes ; and then thoſe very 
Excuſes continue, and increaſe, that Wearineſs. 
To proceed therefore : 

Tu are prone to flatter themſelves that the 
various Troubles, Vexations, Loſſes, and Diſap- 
pointments, which muſt, and ever will, happen, 
more or leſs, in this World, as alſo the natural 
Infirmities of ill Health, and Old Age, will excuſe 
that Wearineſs of which we are diſcourſing. But 
I anſwer; at this rate there's an End of all Re- 
ligion. Our Graces, and Virtues, ought to con- 
quer theſe Troubles, and Tnfirmities; not to be 
conquered by them. As to Old Age in particular; 
that indeed cauſes bodily Weakneſs, or Wearineſs ; 
but fure it will not excuſe our being fired, or 
fatigued with Virtue, and Goodneſs, So far 
otherwiſe ; that the Character of the truly Righ- 
reous given by the Pfalmiſt, is, that they all 
till bring ferth fruit in old age, Pfal. xcii. 14. 
That is, certainly, the Fruit of good Works, If 


as 
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as the bodily Strength decays, the pirituol de- | 
cays likewite ; who that is Old can be ſaved ? If. | 
as we grow in Years, we grow not upward to- | 
ſ 
| 
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wards Heaven, but tend dawniward towards Hell; 
it is very evident which of thoſe two is like to 
be our final Portion. Here, however, we mul 
be careful to avoid an Error on the other ſide; 
and not be di/cauraged without Reaſon. Some- 
thing of Wearineſs, as Languor, and Heavinels, 
at leaſt a les Degree of Fervor, and even of At- 
tention, in Prayer, and Devotion, at certain 
Times, and Seaſons, may be a mere human Ju- 
firmity, of Body, or Mind, or Both. But the 
Neglect, or Omiſſiu of our Duty, in that, or any 
other Inſtance, can never be imputed to natura. 
Infirmty ; it muſt proceed from moral Pravity, 
and Corruption. Covetouſneſs, for Example, 
Want of Charity to the Poor, or little, niggard- 
ly Charities, next to none at all, are ſtrange In- 
ſirmities indeed. The Manner of doing our Du- 
ty is one Thing; unavoidable human Infirmity 
will, upon our imploring Pardon through the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, excuſe the Inperfection of 
that: our Duty itſelf is quite another Thing; 
and for the not doing of that, no Infirmity can 
be juſtly pleaded. 


— 
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I PROCEED now, in. the Fourth, and laſt 
Place, 


IV. To make an Application of what has been 
diſcourſed to the Occaſion of our preſent Aſſem— 
bly. — This Kind of Charity is Well-doing in tlie 
higheſt, and moſt emphatical Senfe ; conſequent- 
ly, Reaping, or Receiving our Reward, is more 
eſpecially, and particularly allotted to it; conſe- 
quently again, we ought not to be weary of it, 
or faint in it. I need ſpeak only to the f of 
theſe; the other two follow of courſe. 'The Cha- 
rity which is here our more direct and immedi- 
ate Subject, and upon occaſion of which we are 
now aſſembled, is certainly as proper, as well 
adapted, every way laudable, and excellent, as 
any that can be imagined. And it is much to 
the Honour of our Nation, eſpecially of this 
greag and flouriſhing City, its renowned Metro- 
polis, and the Places adjoining, that we have fo 
many of theſe Schools and Nurſeries erected 
among us. By means of which, ſo many Thou- 
fands (how goodly is the Proſpect of them, as 
they are all preſent at this general Meeting ; a 
Proſpect which the whole Chriſtian World cannot 
equal, and which nothing ſure but Heaven itſelf 
can exceed /) are made capable of honeſt Em- 
ployments, ef being uſeful and ſerviceable to 

their 
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their Country, nay ſome of them of contribut- 
ing to the Neceſſities of others; who, without 
ſuch Aſſiſtance, muſt almoſt unavoidably have 
been a Burden 79 their Country, if not the Shame 
and Peſt of it. And, which is far more conſi- 
derable, they are here brought up in the nurture, 
and admonition of the Lord, in the Principles of Epheſ vi. 4. 
the Chriſtian Religion,and of our excellent Church, 
the Church of England; and fo ſet forward in 
their Way to eternal Happineſs. The Benefits of 
Education are ſo great, and ſo obvious to every 
Body ; that the bare mentioning of them, one 
would think, ſhould be ſufficient. And this Edu- 
cation is the more d:/tingur/hingly beneficial ; as 
it is beſtowed upon Thoſe who would otherwiſe 
have none. 

Vr Objections, it ſeems, have been ſtarted 
againſt theſe our Charity-Eftabliſhments. Thoſe 
of Infidels, and Enemies to all Religion, and 
Goodneſs, are fo abſurd, as well as wicked; that 
they are not worth our Notice. We know 
Their Good-will to our Sion: and their Dillike 
of our Proceedings is one good Reaſon for our 
Perſeverance in them. I only obſerve, that it is 
no wonder They: ſhould be Adverſaries to s 
Education ; fince they are, ſome of them at leaſt, 
Adverſaries to all Education: Telling us, © that 


* to inſtill any Principles but thoſe of Know- 
« ledge 
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*« ledge in general, into the tender Minds of 
Children, is to inftill ſo many Prejudices. 
Surely this no more deſerves an Anſwer (though 
it has been anſwered too) than their Reaſonings 
againſt Prayer, and the Worſhip of God : For to 


ſuch a Perfettion of Free-thinking ſore of theſe 


Philoſophers have advanced. 

Bu T beſides theſe, there are ather Objections 
againſt us fort of Education; raiſed not by In- 
fidels, but by Chriſtiams : and proceeding, I hope, 


not from ill Deſign, but from Miſinformation, 


or wrong Judgment. The (Harity-Sclvoli, it is 
faid, give the Children ſuch Education, that they 
are #00 high for the Buſineſs of their /2wo Life: 
They are by it inclined to S/oth, and 1dleneſs ; 
They are not inured to York, and Labour; Their 


Learning, and Knowledge has ſo ill an Effect, 


that Hands are wanted for inferior Employments ; 
and ſo forth. But theſe Facts, IJ am confident, 
are not true. The Children are not ſo educated 
as to be 2abgwve low Buſineſs, but fitted for it, by 


Religion, and other uſeful Knowledge. They 
are not bred Scholars, but Chriſtians ; which muſt 


have a good Influence upon Perſons of all Sta- 
tions, and Conditions, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt. It has been ſaid, I have heard, that the 


 Charity-Children make the worſt Servants in the 


World. There may have been ſome Inſtances 
of 
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of this; but it can never be true in the general. 
For how the Principles of Religion and Virtue 
ſhould #/poſe them to be had Servants, or bad 
in any reſpef, is utterly inconceivable. If any 
of them are ſo; it is not becanſe of their Educa- 
tion, but notwith/loanding their Education: For 
we do not pretend that the Charity-Schools muſt 
nerd make Saints of all who are educated in 
them. The Duty of Servants is as plainly, and 
fully laid down in Scripture, as any other rela- 
tive Duties, or any Duty whatſoever. And that 
the Boys, and Girls, are here exerciſed in Read- 
ing the Scriptures, and other Books of Religion, 
and Chriſtian Morality, is well known to the 
World. And This puts me in mind of another 
Objection, which I had almoſt forgot; namely, 
that their Education m thefe Schovls inclines 
them to Pride. Strange indeed! when there is 
no Virtue more tecommended, and infiſted upon 
in Scripture, (which, as J faid, theſe Children are 
exerciſed in Reading) than Humility. And if 
we conſider the Reaſon, and natural Tendency of 
Things ; to have been maintained, and bred up 
by the Charity of others, ſhould, one would 
imagine, be Matter of Humiliatiam, rather thin 

of Pride. | 
As little Foundation is there for the Objection, 
that theſe Nurſeries encourage Sith, and 1dleneſs ; 
the 
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the Children, as it is ſaid, not being inured to 
Work and Labour. They are already, and al- 
ways were, more or leſs inured to Work, and 
Labour, and apprenticed to Manual Trades. 
And whereas it is alledged by others, that there 
is too much of this laſt mentioned, fo that it oc- 
caſions a Want of Servants, a Want of Hand,, 
eſpecially in Huſbandry ; the Society for Promet- 
ing Chriſtian Knowledge have propoſed that more 
Labour be introduced into theſe Schools: That 
ſome of the Children be put out to Huſbandry ; 
and * [more of them than have been formerly] 
to other Services. 

Ar r ER all, if the Charity-Schools be deficient, 
as nothing in this World is perfect; let thoſe 
who make the Objection. ſet us in a Way to 7 
prove them. We ſhall always be ready to hear 
their Advice, and thankfully accept of their 4/- 
fiſtance. But to condemn the SuZ/tance of the 
Thing, which is manifeſtly good in itſelf, upon 
the Account of ſome accidental Circumſtances, is 
contrary both to Reaſon, and Juſtice. Let us 

Heb, xii, 3. not therefore be weary, and faint in our minds, 
with regard to this good Work, or any other ; 
Paal. Ixxiv.7, but go on from ſtrength to ſtrengtb, daily im- 


— 


For That, I preſume, is meant ; becauſe /ome were always 
put out to Services. 


proving 
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proving in Grace and Virtue; like thoſe of whom 
the Prophet ſpeaks, Jai. xl. 31. But they who 
wait upon the LoRD ſhall renew their ſtrength; 
they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles , they 
ſhall run, and not be weary ; they ſhall walk, and 
not faint, 


WHICH Gop of his infinite Mercy grant 
to us all, through JESsUs CHRIST our moſt 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour : To whom, with 
the FATHER, and the HoLy Gos, 
Three Perſons, and One God, be aſcribed, as 
7s moſt due, by Men, and Angels, all Honour, 
and Glory, Adoration, and Praiſe, Might, 
Majeſty, and Dominion, throughout all Ages, 
World without End. Amen. 
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